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CONSTRUCTION SPENDING RISES IN JANUARY AS SURGE IN MULTIFAMILY AND 

NONRESIDENTIAL PROJECTS OUTWEIGHS WEAKNESS IN HOMEBUILDING 
Association Officials Caution that Proposed Federal Infrastructure Funding Cuts Could Affect Future 

Growth in Demand for Construction Amid Reports of Falling Sector Employment in February 
  

Construction spending increased by 1.3 percent from December to January as gains in apartment construction 
and most private and public nonresidential project types outweighed a slump in single-family homebuilding, 
according to an analysis of new government data today by the Associated General Contractors. Association 
officials added that the new spending figures are consistent with reports from contractors in many parts of the 
country of strong demand for their services. 
 
“The data are consistent with general contractors’ reports that they were busy early in the year and expect to 
stay that way through 2019
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CONSTRUCTION SPENDING INCREASES 1.0 PERCENT FROM JANUARY TO FEBRUARY; 
INDUSTRY ADDS JOBS IN 232 OUT OF 358 METRO  AREAS SINCE FEBRUARY 2018 

 Phoenix-Mesa-Scottsdale and Monroe, Mich. Have Largest Gains While Anaheim-Santa Ana-Irvine, Calif. 
and Danville, Ill. Have Biggest Losses; Association Calls for Expanded Career Training Programs 

 
Construction spending increased by 1.0 percent from January to February, while construction employment increased 
compared to February 2018 levels in 275 out of 358 metro areas, according to an analysis of new government data today 
by the Associated General Contractors. Association officials called on federal officials to support more career and 
technical education programs to prepare workers for in-demand careers like construction. 
 
“The spending increase in February follows an extremely strong 2.5 percent gain in January, which aligns with 
contractors’ reports that they were busy early in the year and expect to stay that way through 2019,” said Ken Simonson, 
the association’s chief economist. “



 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

httP89x0//wwwO/Lay2 S25 355.7r70 R 427 0 R 399 0 R 400 0 R 401 0 9Bws. 355.7r70 R 427 0 R 399 0 R 400 7<</Sy1/02 7<</-sage-coL9lacement/Bloion-1t


 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, June 3, 2019 

CONTACT: Brian Turmail  
(703) 459-0238; turmailb@agc.org 

 
CONSTRUCTION SPENDING DIVERGES IN APRIL AS PUBLIC SECTOR INVESTMENT SURGES,  
PRIVATE NONRESIDENTIAL PROJECTS SLIP AND SINGLE -FAMILY HOMEBUILDING STALLS  

Results for First Four Months of 2019 Combined Show Ongoing Strength Aside from Single-Family Market;  
Association Officials Urge End to Tariffs That Pose Threat to Construction Costs and Demand 

 
Construction spending was unchanged from March to April, with mixed results by project type for the month and for 
the year to date, according to an analysis today by the Associated General Contractors of America of 
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CONSTRUCTION JOBS INCREASE BY 21,000 IN JUNE AND 224,000 DURING THE PAST YEAR 

AS THE SECTOR’S UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DECREASED TO 4 .0 PERCENT 
Average Hourly Earnings in Construction Top Private Sector Average by 10.1 Percent as Construction 
Employers Cope with Tight Labor Market; Association Officials Call for New Career Training Funding  

 
Construction employment increased by 21,000 jobs in June and by 224,000, or 3.2 percent, over the past 12 
months, while the number of unemployed jobseekers with construction experience fell, according to an analysis 
of new government data by the Associated General Contractors of America. Association officials noted that 
firms continue to increase pay as they work to attract new hires from an ever-tighter labor market. 
 
“Construction firms continue to go to great lengths to recruit and retain workers during one of the tightest labor 
markets many of them have ever experienced,” said Stephen E. Sandherr, the association’s chief executive 
officer. “Making matters worse, relatively few school districts offer the kind of career and technical education 
programs that signal to students that they should explore careers in high-paying fields like construction.” 
 
Sandherr noted that the unemployment rate for jobseekers who last worked in construction declined to 4.0 percent 
from 4.7 percent in June 2018, and the number of such workers decreased in the last year from 466,000 to 
390,000. Another government series showed that the number of job openings in construction, last reported for 
May, totaled 360,000, the highest May total in the 19-year history of that series. 
 
He added that most of the construction job growth during the past month and year came from the non-residential 
construction sector. Non-residential contractors added 14,900 jobs in June and 146,700 jobs during the past year. 
Meanwhile, residential contractors added 6,000 jobs this past month and 78,000 jobs between June 2018 and 
June 2019. 
  
In addition, average hourly earnings in construction—a measure of all wages and salaries—
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CONSTRUCTION SPENDING DETERIORATE S IN JUNE BUT MULTIFAMILY AND NONRESIDENTIAL 

CATEGORIE S INCREASE IN FIRST HALF OF 2019, OFFSETTING SINGLE-FAMILY WEAKNESS 
Infrastructure Segments Post Double-Digit Gains Compared to First Six Months of 2018 and Apartment Spending Sets 
New Record Highs, While Private Nonresidential Construction Shows Mixed Trends and Homebuilding Slides Further  

 
Construction spending declined in June from May 2019 and June 2018 levels
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CONSTRUCTION SPENDING EDGES HIGHER IN JULY BUT DECREASES YEAR- TO-
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CONSTRUCTION SPENDING INCH ES HIGHER IN AUGUST BUT DECLINE S YEAR-TO-DATE  
AS INCREASE IN PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION CONTRASTS WITH MIXED PRIVATE RESULTS  

Association Survey Finds Projects Take Longer than Anticipated as Contractors Cope with Staffing Challenges;  
Officials Urge Increased Investment in Career and Technical Education, Greater Immigration for Qualified Workers 

 

https://www.agc.org/news/2019/08/27/eighty-percent
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CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT RI SES IN OCTOBER BUT SPENDING DROPS IN LATEST 12 MONTHS 

AS GAINS IN HOMEBUILDING AND PUBLIC OUTLAY S OFFSET PRIVATE NONRESIDENTIAL D IP 
Trade Fights Appear to b
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CONSTRUCTION SPENDING DECLINES 0.8 PERCENT IN OCTOBER AS DECREASE IN PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE NONRESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION OUTWEIGHS STRONG PICKUP IN HOMEBUILDING  

Association Urge Quick Resolution to Trade Disputes and Uncertainty that are Contributing to Slower  
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